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Uranium workers'
benefits may rise
WKatherineftizzo•r

WASHINGTON - Thousands
of ailing uranium miners would be
eligible for extra benefits while

J .sjcK weapons-plant workers would
f-get compensation for the first
.•lime under a deal reached Thurs-

L..<lay by House and Senate negotia-
tors.
-"The cost was estimated at al-

-most $1 billion over the first five
years, congressional aides said.
Money for the benefits would be

an entitlement, meaning that
spending would be mandatory and
immune from the yearly appropri-
ations process. <*

"This is a victory ior the men
and women who helped this coun-
try win the Cold War," said Sen.
Fred Thompson, R-Tenn.

An advocate, for the miners,
Paul Robinson, estimated that
about 10,000 uranium .miner's,
millers and transporters might be
eligible for the enhanced benefits.
That would be in addition to the

estimat i! AOOO ID 4.000 siik
weapon-- plant wurkeis p
to qualiH for compensation

At tht insistence of Re)). Henn
Hyde, bargainers agreed Lti.it the
miners should receive the same
financial aid and health benefits .1̂
uranium enrichment plant woiki-i-̂

Uranium mineih ah eddy have
federal compensation avHilabk-.
capped -it $100,000 and exi ludin^
teb

Under the agiicmciit,
miners - plui utdinum null work h
ers and Iranspoit workois
would be eligible lor $r>0 000
more, plut medical benefits

Workers at the ut amum em u h
ment pldnts in Ohio, Kentiitkv and
Tennesirt1 who Hie ^iik liom ra-
diation exposure uould IH- C Itqihk
for $150,000 plus horfllh i-m /

11 - Karsten/Kreusch
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